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Questionnaire information: target audience and 
aim
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Questionnaire addressed to the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

[National Research Council of Italy] (CNR) research community.

The CNR is Italy’s largest public research institution, dedicated to

advancing scientific knowledge across various fields. It fosters

interdisciplinary collaboration and innovation.

Objective: Investigate perceptions and reactions to multilingualism and

language biases in scientific research within the CNR community.
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• In PE+LS areas, almost all research
products are written in English

• In SH, a considerable share of products is
written in Italian, with significant portions
in other languages

SSH areas: language of publication of the research products submitted
in the Italian VQR exercise 

Source: Critical analysis of VQR 2015-2019 results. Edited by the Research Quality Assessment 
Organizational Unit and the Third Mission Organizational Unit

Silde by M. Malgarini and L. Romano (ANVUR)

• In the last VQR 2015-2019 carried out by 
ANVUR  the number of products 
submitted for evaluation by universities 
and research institutes participating in 
the VQR was 182.648

The context: Italian Research Evaluation 
Assessment (VQR)



Survey participation overview

SH community represents around 9% of the 
total of CNR personnel, while in our survey it 
represents 13%.

Interdisciplinarity:
• 80 respondents are affiliated with PE + LS.
• 43 respondents are affiliated with PE + SH.
• 6 respondents are affiliated with LS + SH.
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A total of 6,833 CNR staff invited

910 people responded (13,3%)
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The questionnaire structure
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Sections

Introductory questions 
Section A: Linguistic behaviors in research 
activities 
Section B: Tools and services
Section C: The use of English language
Section D: Perceptions of the research 
community on issues related to multilingualism



Use of non-Italian languages in research activities: 
practices and barriers
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• Only 5 researchers 
use exclusively 
Italian, mainly in 
Social Sciences (3 in 
Humanities and 2 in 
Law)



Languages used in oral outreach activities
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Impact of language barriers on participation in bids and grants
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Distribution of peer-reviewed manuscripts by language 
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• 100% + 90% 
English: majority 
from LS and PE
sectors
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Academic freedom and use of languages



Some free comments:  critical issues
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I am concerned that the choice of 
multilingualism may risk isolating both 
research works and researchers, rather 
than enhancing their visibility in the 
international arena.

We hope that future advancements in AI 
will enable reliable translation from 
Chinese; otherwise, the emergence of two 
scientific and technological lingua 
francas in a bifurcated world could place 
the West at a significant disadvantage.

In Italy, the limited presence of international 
researchers diminishes the daily need for English, 
reducing its potential as a tool for professional 
growth. This issue also affects foreigners learning 
Italian, which can deter short-term stays due to the 
need to learn an additional language.

The choice of language in publications often reflects a 
survival strategy for researchers, essential for 
accessing prestigious funding opportunities. Over 
the past thirty years, publications in Italian and other 
languages have significantly declined.

Additionally, interactions with native English-
speaking colleagues can be challenging due to 
disparities in skills. Their lack of awareness regarding 
the difficulties faced by non-native speakers further 
complicates collaboration.



THANK YOU!
Ginevra Peruginelli & Sebastiano Faro (IGSG-CNR) 

peruginelli@igsg.cnr.it
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