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Aim / Zielsetzung

1. Understand what languages 1. Verstehen, welche Sprachen

are being used Iin science in der Wissenschafts-
communication and citizen kommunikation und in
science projects Burgerwissenschaftsprojekten
2. Shed light on the factors that verwendet werden

drive language use 2. Die Faktoren zu beleuchten,

die den Sprachgebrauch
beeinflussen

SCIENCE /58
EUROPE

citizen
science

Definitions / Definitionen:—
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The survey / Die Umfrage SOScCI

Survey development:
autumn semester 2023/24

Implementation: 25.6.24-
6.8.24, SoSci online platform

Part A: Science
Communication

Part B: Citizen Science
Part C: My language(s),
where and how | use them

Part D: Demographic
information

der onlineFragebogen

with MA students: Meret Deiss, Pascal Pfister

Entwicklung der Umfrage:
Herbstsemester 2023/24

Durchfuhrung: 25.6.24-6.8.24,
SoSci Online-Plattform

Teil A: Wissenschafts-
kommunikation

Teil B: Citizen Science

Teil C: Meine Sprache(n), wo
und wie ich sie verwende

Teil D: Demografische
Informationen
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Participants / Teilnehmende

« ECSPM member .
organisations (30) contacted

* 160 clicks on the survey .
« 145 started the survey .
* 104 reached section C .

« 15 were excluded: they did .
not take part in science
communication or citizen
science projects

« 89 full data sets analysed

ECSPM-Mitglieds-
organisationen (30) kontaktiert

160 Klicks auf die Umfrage
145 starteten die Umfrage
104 erreichten Abschnitt C

15 ausgeschlossen: sie
nahmen nicht an
Wissenschaftskommunikation
oder Citizen Science Projekte
teil

89 vollstandige Datensatze
wurden analysiert
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Participants / Teilnehmende

= Universities & associated institutes
= Education-related organizations
= Organizations dedicated to language policy & diversity

Commercial enterprises

Figure 1: Types of organisations represented among respondents (%)
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Participants / Teilnehmende

B Senior researcher (8 years after finishing a PhD)
M Early-stage researcher (within 8 years after the award of a PhD)

m PhD student

Figure 2: Career stage of respondents active in HEIs (%)
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Participants / Teilnehmende

Arts and Humanities S 4,
Educational sciences | NG 1S
Social Sciences | NG ©
Natural Sciences || 8
other |GG 7

Fields of Study

Medical and healthsciences [l 3

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 33 40 45

Number of checked responses

Figure 3: Research disciplines of respondents (N)
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Science Communication /
Wissenschaftskommunikation

Languages Used in SC Events

Luxembourgish

English
German
Iltalian E————— 17
French eeeess—————— 15
Other meee——— @9
Spanish m——— 9
Greek e 3
Dutch =esm 4
Romanian m=m 3
Polish mmm 3
Latvian mmm 3
Irish mmm 3
Swedish
Portuguese
Norwegian
Hungarian
Danish
Bulgarian
Basque
Arabic
Russian

N NNMNMNNNNNN

Georgian
Galician
Finnish
Estonian
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[ S S =Y

o

10 20 30

40

50

Number of mentions

Figure 4: Languages used in SC events (N)

60

70

74

80

9 26.9.2024

ECSPM survey on language use in SC and CS projects

Universitat Konstanz



Science Communication /
Wissenschaftskommunikation

B Majority language
B FEnglish
B Both equally

Figure 5: Use of majority language vs. English for Science Communication (%)
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Science Communication /
Wissenschaftskommunikation

B Occasionally M Frequently B Notanswered & Never MAlways

Figure 6: Frequency of plurilingual practices (%)
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Science Communication /
Wissenschaftskommunikation

SC factors language choice

Audience 69

41
Type of activity S 41

Requirements of hosting organization

Accessibility mEEEEEEEEEEE——— 36
Project goal IEEEEEEEEESSESSSSSS———— 35

Perceived impact if delivered in this language I )6

Own proficiency NEEEEEE———— 19
Topic meess——— 18
Available resources mEEE————— 16
Technical limitations I 1)
Other mm 4

Perceived prestige of the language ® 1

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Number of checked responses

Figure 7: Factors contributing to language choice in SC events (N)
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Science Communication /
Wissenschaftskommunikation

Presentations to professionals 70

Presentations to the general public 60
Posts on social media for the general public T ————EEEEEEE—————— 5 ]
Articles in newspapers/magazines for general public T T T T TTTETEEEEEEES————— 50
Articles in magazines for professional audiences IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE———— 19
Presentations to policy makers IS 7
Advice service to professional audiences I 30
Adviceservice to the general public NI )3
Presentations to private sector IEEEEEEE————_ )3
Advice service to policy makers IEEEEEE—————— )4
Blog on the internet for the general public T 3
Advice service to private sector I 1

Other W 3

SC types and audiences

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Number of checked responses

Figure 8: Types of SC events organised and audiences (N) — 81 respondents
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Citizen Science Projects / Citizen
Science Projekte

English 31
Italian 12

German 12
Other 10
French 6
Spanish
Turkish
Greek
Dutch

Romanian

Luxembourgish
Latvian

Irish

Hungarian

Ara bic

Hindi

Chinese (simplified)
Russian

NNNNNN“'
w oW w
B

Languages Used in CS Projects

Portuguese
Pdlish
Persian
Norwegian
Georgian
Galician
Finnish
Armenian
Albanian

I S S S O U T T SN SRy oY

Afrikaans
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Figure 9: Languages used in CS activities (N) — 65 respondents
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Citizen Science Projects / Citizen
Science Projekte

B Majority language
B English
B Both equally

Figure 10: Use of majority language vs. English in Citizen Science projects (%)
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Citizen Science Projects / Citizen
Science Projekte

B Notanswered M Occasionally MFrequently & Never MAlways

Figure 11: Frequency of plurilingual practices (%)
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Citizen Science Projects / Citizen
Science Projekte

Audience 42
Accessibility ek
g Type of project I )6
E Topic of citizen sdence project IS 22
v Requirements of the organisation ITEEEETEEEEEEEEEEE———— )1
E Perceived impact if delivered in thislanguage NEEEEEEEEEEEE——————— )1
;ﬂ Project goal mEEEEEES———— 5
= Available resources IEEEETTTTEEE——— 1/
%J Own proficiency IEEE—— 11
6 Technical limitations HET————— 3
Perceived prestige of the language mmmm 4
Other m 1
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Number of checked responses

Figure 12: Factors contributing to language choice in CS projects (N)
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Qualitative data / Qualitative Daten

Using the majority language(s) or
national language(s) sometimes
with additional use of English

The main language is the state
language of the country, as far as
all such projects are aimed to
popularise the knowledge or use of «
the official language of the state.

Science fair in Poland: the plan
was to use Polish but the presence
of an English-speaking audience
led to a bilingual mode.

Verwendung der Mehrheitssprache(n) oder
Nationalsprache(n), manchmal mit
zusatzlicher Verwendung von Englisch

Die Hauptsprache ist die Staatssprache des
Landes, soweit alle Projekte darauf
abzielen, die Kenntnis oder den Gebrauch
der Amtssprache des Staates zu fordern.
Wissenschaftsmesse in Polen: geplant,
Polnisch zu verwenden, aber die
Anwesenheit eines englischsprachigen
Publikums fuhrte zu einem zweisprachigen
Modus.

18
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Take Home Messages / Fazit

— English: important in SC and — Englisch: wichtig in SC und CS-
CS projects BUT the majority  Projekten, ABER die
languages: most frequently = Mehrheitssprachen am

used haufigsten verwendet

— Most important factor: the — Wichtigster Faktor: die
audience. Zielgruppe.

- Most frequently mentioned ~ — Am haufigsten genanntes
audiences: general public, Zielgruppen: allgemeine
professional audiences, Offentlichkeit, Fachpublikum,
policy makers politische Entscheidungstrager

— Considerable use of — Beachtlicher Einsatz
plurilingual approaches in mehrsprachiger Ansatze sowonhl

both SC and CS projects bei SC als auch bei CS-Projekten
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T :'ﬁ ECSPM Grazie Universitat %Ei_%:

Konstanz

l')?. European Civil Society Platform
L

Thank you
Vielen Dank

Ygqre

Merc

ECSPM
https://ecspm.org/

Centre for Multilingualism Konstanz
https://www.mehrsprachigkeit.uni-konstanz.de/
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